In the Name of (God the Most (Gracious the Most Merci{:u]

The Statement of Muslim Scholars on the Sanctity of Human Life and on the Prohibition of
Declaring a Believer an Apostate in Light of the Current State of Affairs in Iraq

All praise is due to God, the Sustainer of all creation, and may the blessings and
salutations be upon the most honorable of all creation; the Prophet Muhammad, as well as
his kin and companions.

At a time when we are diligently anticipating an end to the enflaming crisis and the
ensuing security catastrophe that has plagued Iraqi people of all religious denominations as
a result of the occupation. The successive turn of events wherein innocent Iraqis are killed
with impunity has only increased a sense of trepidation and despair. A great number of
criminals and militias have been enabled to commit cowardly acts of destruction that have
brought anguish to thousands of Iraqis.

For this reason, a number of Muslim scholars and spokespeople from the various
schools of thought have called for the issuance of a statement addressing the escalation of
hostilities and the committal of criminal acts. These unlawful acts are carried out in the
name of religion both in Iraq or elsewhere under the veil of a religious partisanship. The
undersigned, therefore, affirm all of the following:

1) The sanctity of human life: God has forbidden the killing of innocents whether
they be Muslim, Christian, or otherwise. All who take life without legitimate
justification commit a major crime and an atrocity before God.

2) Islamic doctrine does not allow declaring apostasy of any Muslim who prays in the
direction of Mecca. All religious edicts that declare members of contrasting schools
of thoughts or denominations apostate are entirely invalid and have no basis in
Islamic law. Consequently, all blood that is spilt as a result of religious edicts that
advocate declaration of apostasy is considered a criminal act of murder, violating
the sanctity of life that God Himself has consecrated. This position has been
previously outlined during the Amman Conference and subsequently ratified by
religious scholars from all eight schools of thought.

3) The killing of innocents, the destruction of mosques, places of worship, homes,
and the desecration of the dead in Iraq and elsewhere violate that which is sacred.
All Muslim schools of thought and denominations dissolve all ties from those who
commit such acts.

We call upon the greater Muslim community, political leaders, preachers, all concerned
parties, and the media to uphold their responsibility by resolving to bring about an end to
the crisis sustaining itself under the guise of partisan conflict and defuse the situation
before it is too late. We must not create an opportunity for those awaiting to do us harm
to foster conflict and further hostilities.
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SIGNATORIES

No. Title Name Designation Country
. . Dean of Islamic & Arabic Studies, Al-
1. Prof. Dr.  ‘Abla Mohammad Kahlawi Azhar University (Women’s College) Egypt
2. Dr. Abdul Fattah Al-Bizm Mufn. of D:.imascus, Director of Al-Fath Syria
Islamic Institute
3. Shaykh ?l?gu I MalikAbdur-Rahman Al- Former Mulfti of Iraq Iraq
a'dl
4, Shaykh  Abdullah Al-Yusuf Prominent Islamic Personality in Saudi Saud Arabia
Arabian Eastern Zone
5. Sayyed Abdullah Fada’q Caller to the Faith in Mecca Saud Arabia
6. Shaykh  Abu Bakr Ahmad Al-Milibari Scerctary-General of the Abl AlSunna —p, y;,
Association, India
7. Shaykh Ahmad Al-Khalili Grand Mufti of the Sultanate of Oman Oman
8. Dr. Ahmad Badr Al-Din Hassoun Grand Mufti of the Republic of Sytia Syria
Member of Legal Committee for
0. Shaykh  Ahmad Hussayn A. Muhammad Promoting Middle Way and Countering Kuwait
Extremism
10. Dr. Ahmad Kubaisi ic;:nder of the ‘Ulama Organization, Traq
11.  Prof.Dr. Ahmad Noor Saif Al-Muhairi Chairman of Sciendfic Coundil of Imam
Malik College in Dubai
12. Dr. Aisha Yusfu Al-Manna’ie Is)tizrile’sthe Faculty of Shariah & Islamic Qatar
13. Prof. Dr  Ali Jum’a Grand Mufti of the Republic of Egypt Egypt
. Ali Zain Al-’Abideen Al—]ifri, Founder and Director General, Tabah
14. Al-Habib Foundation, Abu Dhabi Yemen
15. Mr. Amr Khaled Caller to the Faith Egypt
16. Mr. Fahmi Huwaidy Islamic Writer Egypt
Professor of the Sciences of Tradition,
17. Prof. Dr.  Farouq Hamadah Mohammad V University Motocco
. . Former Dean, Faculty of Islamic and
18. Dr. Fawzi Assayed Abd Rabou Eid Arabic Studies, AIAzhar University Egypt
19. Shaykh Habib Abbas Al-Kazimi Scholar and Lecturer Iran
20. Sayyed Hani Fahs Islamic Shiite Thinker Lebanon
. Head of Specialty Department, Lecturer .
21. Shaykh  Husam Al-Din Farfoor at ALFath Islamic Institute Syria
22. Ayatulla Husayn Al-Muayyad Shiite Authority Iraq
23, Shaykh  Husayn Mustafa Ibrahim Yasin E}str;e;a;ltt:eecretary of Ritual Organizing Kuwait
24. Shaykh Ibrahim Muhammad Salqini Mulfti of Aleppo Syria
Former Islamic  Affairs’  Minister,
25. Dr. Issam Al-Bashir General Secretary of Middle Way World Sudan
Organization
: _ : _ Representative of Imam Sistani and
26. Sayyed ﬁo}lll a.mmad Bagir Al-Musawi Al General Secretary of Shiite Scholars’ Kuwait
enrl Gathering in Kuwait
. . Professor of Jurisprudence & Principles, .
27. Shaykh  Mohammad Hisham Al-Buthani - ulty of Shariah, Damascus Syria
28. Al-Habib %:}Slzg;?;d ibnAbdur-Rahman o e pain Saudi Arabia
29. Dr. Mohammad Rateb Al-Nabulsi Prominent Religious Leader Syria
30.  Shaif  Muhammad Al-Alwini Head of the Buropean Academy ‘of g0,

Islamic Culture and Sciences, Brussels




31 Shavkh Muhammad bin Muhammad Al- High Authority (Mara) of Zeidi Yemen

’ ’ Mansouri Muslims
3 Prof. Dr Muhammad  Saeed Ramadan Dean of Department of Religion, Svri

: "7 Bouti University of Damascus yra
33, Dr. Mustafa Al-Bugha Scholar and Jurist Syria

. Grand Mufti and Head of ‘Ulema of Bosnia and
34, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Ceric Bosnia and Herzegovina Herzegovina
. Professor of Shariah, University of
35, Dr. Mustafa ibn Hamza Mohammad the Firs Motocco
36. Dr. Nur Al-Din Iter Prominent Scholar and Master of Hadith ~ Syria
37. Shaykh Salahuddin Kuftaro Chmma.n of Sh. Ahmad  Kuftaro Syria
Foundation
38, Shaykh Sariah Al-Refaic Scholgr, Imam of Zayd ibn Thabet Al- Syria
Ansari Mosque

39. Dr. Tariq Sweidan g}iencﬁlzf—General of al-Risalah Satellite Kuwait
40. Al-Habib E;r;z;h bin Muhammad bin Dean, Dar Al-Mustafa, Tarim Yemen
41 Savved Umar ibn Hamed ibn Abdul Hadi Jurist, Scholar, and Trustee of Ahqaf Y.

’ ayye Al_J aylani University cmen

. . P i hol 1 f Abdul .

42, Shaykh  Usama Abdul Karim Al-Refaie rominent Scholar, Imam of Abd Syria

Karim Al-Refaie Mosque




